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DearFriendsandColleagues,

Welcometo the first issueof the EFCSNewsletterin 2023!

Aswe start this new year, it is the right moment to reflect on the future of our

beloved discipline. In recent years, the introduction of liquid-based cytology,

automation,molecularbiologytechniques,anddigital imaginghaverevolutionised

the way cytologyis practiced. Thesetechnologiesare still beingupgradedandwe

are continuously learning about them, but even at this point their usagehas

increasedthe sensitivityand specificityof cytologicaldiagnosis,enablingearlier

detectionof cancerandmorepersonalisedtreatments.

2023is bringingnumerousopportunitiesto shareour experienceson how to use

modern technologiesmore efficiently. We havestarted this year on a high note

with the 2nd EFCSJoint Webinar and the next occasionto meet will be during

the 14th EFCSAnnualTutorialwhich is held in Toulouse,Francein June. Invitation

and more detailsabout this meetingcanbe found in this issue. Then,in the early

October we will meet in Budapest,Hungaryat the biggest Europeancytology

event,the EuropeanCongressof Cytology,whichisbackafter one-yearbreak.

While thinking about the future we shouldnot forget our past and legacy. This

yearProf. KariJ.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ, mentor to coupleof generationsof cytopathologist,is

celebrating his 75th birthday. You can read more about tǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊΩǎlife

achievementsin this issue. HappyBirthdayProfessor!

Alsoin this issue,our CzechFriendspresenta story of forgotten Prof. LeoTaussig,

the pioneerof the complexcerebrospinalfluid evaluation. Hisbrilliant careerwas

brutally stopped by the Nazisduring the SecondWorld War. This was a truly

heartbreakingmoment in history that we can only hope will not be repeated

again. Looking forward to a more peaceful future we are optimistic that

representativesfrom all Europeansocietieswould be able to join us in Budapest

in Octoberfor the much-anticipatedCongress.

Pawel Gajdzis

Residents and YEFCS Committee
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Message from the EFCS Secretary General

Dearfriendsandcolleagues,

Is it really over?I meanCOVIDΧIt seemsit is, lookingat the reboundphenomenon

which we experienceevery day. Let me share the situation in my department

in which the number of procedures and analyses increased by 20-30% even

comparedto pre-COVIDtime. I believethe sameis with your labsas well. And the

offer of educationalandscientificmeetings,courses,congresses,webinarsin

cytology is so overwhelmingthat it is sometimehard to choose. But, in fact, it is

great! It meansthat cytologyisdevelopingandspreadingfast,asa disciplineof major

diagnosticpotential. Especiallyusingnew molecularand digital technologies. EFCS

tries to stayon top of it, with successfulonline educationalcontents,free webinars,

on-site annualTutorials,and the largesteventsof EuropeanCongressesof Cytology.

EFCScloselycooperatewith all major cytologyorganisations, and we are proud that

this year, we established a stronger relationship with American Society

of Cytopathology,and a small but intense EFCSteam will represent European

cytologyin the nextASCmeetingin November2023.

When we look back,maybethe COVIDbrought us closertogether. In the beginning

of the pandemic,the imposedon-line communicationnow becamean asset,easy

andnormal like drinkingwater (or coffee). I feel that cytologycommunityworldwide

is interconnectedmore than ever.

So,cytologyrocks,asIvanawouldsay!

All detailed information of EFCS activities is available on the website:

https://www .efcs.eu/

Staytuned!

Danijela Vrdoljak-aƻȊŜǘƛő
EFCS Secretary General

EFCS NEWSLETTER

ISSUE 1/2023

4

https://www.efcs.eu/


Report on the 2nd EFCS Joint Webinar on Lung Cytology, 

17th January2023

On 17th January2023 the secondjoint webinar on cytopathology, initiated by the

EFCS,hastakenplace. Thistime lungcytopathologyhadbeenthe topic - a largefield,

in which cytopathologyhasmadean important impact for diagnosticsand in which

many recent developmentshave occurred. The webinar has been organizedby Dr.

Maria Lozanofrom Pamplona/SpainandDr. MarianneEngelsfrom Cologne/Germany

from the Spanish Society of Cytology and the German Society of Cytology,

respectively.

In the first part of the webinar, Dr. Lozanofrom Pamplonaand Dr. RalfHeinefrom

Halle in Germanyhave given two general lectureson FNAof lung and mediastinal

lesionsandon biomarkersin cytologicalsamples.

Dr. Heinestartedwith an overviewon the techniquesof transthoracic, transbronchial

and transesophagealaspiration. Photosof the clinical procedures, short videoclips

and photos of the microscopicslides obtained during the proceduresillustrated

variousclinicalconditionsanddiseases.

(continues on the next page)
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Report on the 2nd EFCS Joint Webinar on Lung Cytology, 

17th January2023

Dr. Lozanoproceededwith the very important topic of biomarkers. The timely and

precisediagnosisof lung cancer is required for correct treatment of every single

patient in the time of personalizedmedicine. Cytologicalsamplesmay be used

for immunocytochemistryincluding predictive markers and for all the required

moleculardiagnostics. Shegavea fascinatingoutlook on the complextechniqueof

multipleximmunoassayto evaluatethe tumor environment.

Both talksleadto a livelydiscussionwith lots of questionsfrom the attendants, many

of them askingafter veryspecialaspectsof techniques, e.g. of cell blockpreparation

andof immunocytochemistry.

(continues on the next page)
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Report on the 2nd EFCS Joint Webinar on Lung Cytology, 

17th January2023

In the secondpart of the webinar four younger colleaguesfrom Spainand from

Germanypresentedone interestingcaseeach. Dr. Arguetafrom Pamplonapresented

a case of malignant melanoma with the question of a pulmonary primary or

a metastasis. After him Dr. Hieggelkefrom Colognepresenteda caseof pulmonary

adenocarcinomain a patient with a history of colorectalcancer. ThenDr. Robledano

from Pamplonapresenteda caseof pulmonary adenocarcinomawith coexistence

of EGFRmutation and NTRKfusion. Last, but not least Dr. van der Linde from

Hamburgpresenteda caseof solitary fibrous tumor showing the pathognomonic

STAT6 gene fusion. After further discussion on the cases Dr. Lozano closed

the webinar.

Thewebinarhad more than 600 registrantsfrom all five continents. More than 400

of them wereattendingthe live webinar,amongthem about280medicaldoctorsand

more than 100cytotechnicians. Therecordingof the webinaris availablevia the EFCS

webpageuntil the endof April 2023.

Marianne Engels

EFCS Educational Committee
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SAVE THE DATE!

The 14th EFCS Annual Tutorial, Toulouse

June 12-16, 2023

The 2023 annual EFCSTutorial will be organizedaccordingto the classicTutorial

format, which is based on on-site microscopyworkshops and lectures covering

the most important topics in cytopathology. Also, this year the Tutorial will make

largeuse of virtual slides,whichwill be madeavailablein advanceto the participants

and discussedlive at the end of each microscopy workshop. Topics include

respiratory, thyroid, salivary glands, breast, urine, soft tissue, serous effusions,

pancreasand gynecologiccytology. Moreover, lectureson molecularcytology,ROSE

and digital cytology will be included. The EFCSTutorial will give the possibility to

cytopathologistsand cytotechniciansto participateat an event with high educative

and practical value, held by renowned Europeantutors. A week of full immersion

in the world of cytology,togetherwith participantsfrom all aroundEuropeandeven

extra-europeancountries.

(continues on the next page)
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SAVE THE DATE!

The 14th EFCS Annual Tutorial, Toulouse

June 12-16, 2023

The venue of this ȅŜŀǊΩǎTutorial will be Toulouse,a city in the south of France.

Thecity'suniquearchitecturemadeof pinkishterracotta brickshasearnedToulouse

the nicknameLaVille rose ("The Pinkcity"). Toulousecounts three UNESCOWorld

HeritageSites: the Canaldu Midi, the Basilicaof St. Sernin, the largest remaining

Romanesquebuilding in Europe,along with the former hospitalIƾǘŜƭ-Dieu Saint-

Jacques,becauseof their significanceto the Santiagode Compostelapilgrimage

route. Toulouse is also the centre of the European aerospaceindustry, with

the headquartersof Airbus,the SPOTsatellitesystem,ATRandthe AerospaceValley.

It hoststhe CNES'sToulouseSpaceCentre(CST)which is the largestnational space

centre in Europe. Moreover, Toulouseis famous for its typical gastronomyfrom

the southwestof France. Donot hesitateto join us!

PROGRAM AND REGISTRATION: https://www.efcs.eu/14th-annual-efcs-

tutorial/
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Giovanni Negri and Arrigo Capitanio 

Tutorial chairs

Monique Courtade-Saidi

Local host
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Prof. SyrjªnenËs 75th Birthday

The Editor-in-Chief of Acta Cytologica, Past-President of Finnish Society for Clinical

Cytology,organizerof the 19th EuropeanCongressof Cytologyin 1991 in Turku and

renowned HPVscientist Prof. Kari J. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ, M.D., Ph.D., FIACcelebrated his 75th

Birthdayon March20, 2023.

Hewasborn in Hollola, Finlandand spentmost of his childhoodin Lahti,where he also

finished the secondary school in 1967. He graduated from the Medical Faculty,

Universityof Helsinkiin 1974doingvoluntaryresearchduringstudies. HisPhDThesison

prognosticfactors in breast,gastricand colorectalcancerwasacceptedin the Medical

Faculty in 1975. Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴstarted specializingin pathology in January 1977

at HelsinkiUniversityHospital. Hisgreat affection to cytopathologydatesto theseearly

yearsof hisspecialisttraining.

He confirmedthe HPVobservationsof Purolaand Meisels, and publishedseveralearly

HPV-reports, short after those two originals. Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴbuilt up his international

statusasoneof the pioneersandopinionleadersin HPVresearch. Togetherwith hiswife

Prof. Stina{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ, DDS,PhDthey formed a highly active HPVresearchteam, known

worldwide in the field since those days. Apart from the contributions in genital HPV

infections, several pioneering observations linking HPV to several non-genital

malignanciesas well (e.g., oral-, laryngeal-, sinonasal-, bronchial-, and esophageal

carcinomas)weredone.

(continues on the next page)
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Fig. 1: Kari {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴenjoying European
Congress of Cytology (and cigar!) in
Budapest (1999) together with Volker
SchneiderandLeopoldKoss

Fig. 2: Speakersat FinnishSocietyfor Clinical
SocietyCompanionmeeting at Joint meeting
of IACand ASCPin Baltimore last year: Leena
Krogerus, JussiTarkkanen, IvanaYƘƻƭƻǾł, Kari
{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ, Stina{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ



In addition to many research activities, Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴhas also participated in

administration of several national and international professional societies. He was

president of the Finnish Associationof Pathologistsfor 5 years (1985-1989), and

Presidentof the FinnishSocietyfor ClinicalCytologyfor 10 years(1989-1998). In the

latter position,he wasthe Presidentof EuropeanFederationof CytologySocieties,EFCS

(1990-1991) and hostedasPresidentthe 19th EuropeanCongressof Cytology,in Turku,

Finlandin 1991.

Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴhas served International Academy of Cytology (IAC) as a member

of severaldifferent committees since the early 1990ΩǎΣorganizedIACexaminationin

Finlandand was also one of the task force chairsin the 1997 IACCongressin Hawaii:

Diagnostic Cytology Towards 21st Century. Most recently, he was nominated as

a memberof the Researchand PublicationCommitteeof IACin 2022. Asa recognition,

he wasgrantedthe MauriceGoldblattAwardin 2010. IACinvited Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴto take

over the postasEditorof ActaCytologicaafter Prof. MarluceBibboin 2013. Heservedas

a NationalEditor (Finland)for 15 years. Thisyear is the 11th for Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴas the

Editor, and he was recently appointed for another 3 years. This term has witnessed

highlightsanddownsides,asall Actareadersareaware. Asremarkableevidenceof KariËs

(and IAC members)effort, the JIFof 2021 (3.000) is practically doubled since 2013

(1.562), andthe deeplyrisingtrend seemsto continue.

Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴis the founding Board Member of EUROGIN(1990), International

PapillomavirusSociety(IPVS; 1995) and EuropeanCourseon HPV-AssociatedPathology

(1992). Another scientific highlight was the 4th International PapillomavirusCongress

in Kuopioin 1985.

Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴis Honorary Member of the American- (ASCPC),Italian- (ISCPC)and

Hungarian(HSCPC)Societyof CervicalPathologyand Colposcopy. In 2006, he received

EUROGINDistinguishedServiceAward. He is alsothe first recipientof the IPVSLifetime

AchievementAward from the International PapillomavirusSociety(2015). In 2022, he

wasinvitedasa Honorarymemberof the FinnishSocietyfor ClinicalCytology(SKSY).

Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴwasinvited asa speakerin over 300 internationalcongressessince1981,

with an estimatednumberof >500oral presentationsand innumerablesessionschaired

duringthe past4 decades. Hisown researchactivity hasresultedin a remarkablerecord

of 951originalpapers,reviews,andbookchapters(asto February2023), over530other

scientific communicationsand 9 textbooks. Until present, his researchhas received

nearly35.000 citations in the literature, with current HirschIndex(HI) of 93 (i10 index

609).

(continues on the next page)
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Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴspent a coupleof yearsin Italy asa visitingprofessorat two prestigious

institutes; the 765-year-old Universityof Siena,andItalianNationalHealthInstitute (ISS)

in Rome, both being partner researchinstitutes in the two EC-funded international

screeningprojects(NISandLAMS,respectively),coordinatedby Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ. After this

period abroad, Prof. {ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴsettled down in his current hometown Turku, and was

invited to work at the Department of Oncology& Radiotherapy,Turku University

Hospital (TUH),where he spent 8 years (2005-2013). The focus of researchinterest

at the Department was gastrointestinalcancers,mostly exploring different predictive

and prognostic molecular biomarkers in a clinical patient material. The last 6 years

beforeretirement in January2019, Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴservedasthe ChiefMedicalDirectorof

a Finnishbiotechnologycompany(Biohit Oyj, Helsinki),with a varietyof diagnostictests

astheir productportfolio.

In October, at 44th EuropeanCongressof Cytologyin BudapestKari will give a talk

on HPVresearchhistory during a companionmeeting of FinnishSocietyfor Clinical

Cytologyaswell asleada sessionon publicationin cytology.

In a recent issueof ActaCytologica(https://www .karger.com/Article/Abstract/529952), I

was honored and privileged to author a tribute editorial together with IACand EFCS

leadson KariËsbirthday. Theissuewould be verythick if all colleaguesandfriendswould

signitΧ

HappyBirthday,Prof.{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴ!

Ivana Kholov§

President of Finnish Society for Clinical Cytology

EFCS Scientific Committee
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Fig. 3: Kari{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴlecturing at Finnish
Society for Clinical Society Companion
meetingat Joint meetingof IACand ASCP
in Baltimorelast year. Histalk coveredthe
successful story of cervical cancer
screening.

Fig. 4: Honorary membership of Finnish
Societyfor ClinicalSocietywas handedto
Kari{ȅǊƧŅƴŜƴby IvanaYƘƻƭƻǾł.



Professor Leo Taussig ïAn Underestimated 

Pioneer of Complex Investigation of 

Cerebrospinal Fluid

While working on a new Eurocytologyproject chapter on CSFcytology, we felt

a natural duty to pay at least a brief reference to the founders of today's level

of knowledge in the subject described. The preparation of a national course

on cerebrospinalfluid cytology(1) brought us to the surprisingfinding of the little-

knownmonographby ProfessorLeoTaussigpublishedin 1926(2). Thelengthof 440

pagesand the content of this monographaccessiblein the Medvik database(3)

arousedinterest in this work andits author (Fig. 1).

Who wasLeoTaussig?

He was born on December1, 1884 in TlusticenearIƻǌƻǾƛŎŜin a wealthy Jewish

family.

All nine siblingslived to adulthood. Hisbrother Adolf (1870- 1913) wasa professor

at the Charles-Ferdinand University in Prague, a specialist in the treatment

of tuberculosis.

LeoTaussiggraduatedfrom high school in ¿ƛǘƴłstreet in Prague. After graduating

from the CzechMedical Faculty of Charles-FerdinandUniversity in 1908, Taussig

beganhisprofessionalcareerbriefly asanexternalophthalmologist.

After completinghis military servicein 1909 - 1910he joined the PsychiatricClinic.

In his youth he was a successfulrepresentativeof the home villagechessclub (4)

in domesticand international chesstournaments. Later,however,he concentrated

on his profession. Duringthe First World War he wasa garrisondoctor in Bohemia

andAustria(in Graz). Hewascapturedon the Russianfront.
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Fig. 1. Portrait of Prof. Leo Taussig
(from the portal of the Holocaust
database)and the front page of his
monographon cerebrospinalfluid.



After the war he worked at the neurologicaldepartment of the DivisionalHospital

in Pragueon CharlesSquare. Heremainedsingle.

Taussiglived intƭŀǾŜŎƪłStreetwith hissister'sfamily. Therehe maintaineda private

psychiatricandneurologicalpracticeafter he washabilitatedin April 1919in the field

of psychiatry. From1931on heworkedasanexternalprofessorat CharlesUniversity.

Hestarteddealingwith cerebrospinalfluid soonafter - since1911.

Thepublicationof the extensivemonographwasprecededby more than ten partial

reports on the origin, physiology,physicaland chemicalpropertiesof cerebrospinal

fluid, clinical aspects-indications and contraindications of lumbar puncture,

the problem of inducedmental disorders- folieŁdeux,mental disordersin basilar

meningitisΧ

LeoTaussigwas also a forensicexpert in the field of neurologyand psychiatry. He

participated in the evaluation of insanity in the outline of the new Czechoslovak

CriminalCode(1930).

Thedark period of Taussig'slife beganwith his releasefrom the DivisionalHospital

in December1934- it is not entirely clearwhether this wasalreadya manifestation

of the incipient persecutionof the Jews. Hewaschargedwith assessingthe working

ability of Jewsincluded in transports. During martial law after the assassination

of Reich Protector Reinhard Heydrich prof. Taussigwas arrested by the police

on WenceslasSquareon June6, 1942, where Jewswere forbidden at that time.

Acertificatefrom the JewishCommunityin Praguewasrequiredto be released.

In December1942he wastransportedto Terezin(Theresienstadt). Hewason the list

of άProminentenέ(5) alongwith a number of other prominent Jewishpersonalities

of the scientificandartistic life.

Themainandonly temporarybut uncertainάǇǊƛǾƛƭŜƎŜέof the prominentpeoplewas

protectionfrom transport.

The¢ŜǊŜȊƝƴ(Theresienstadt)fortress founded in 1780by JosephII of Habsburgand

named after his mother Maria Theresabecamea ghetto in 1941. In fact, it was

a transit camp- by 1945, 17515- 12.5%survivedfrom 139517deported (Fig. 2).
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Fig. 2 . Entranceto the SmallFortress
of¢ŜǊŜȊƝƴ(Theresienstadt).



Dr. OscarFischer,anotheroutstandingjewishgraduateandmemberof the academic

staff of the CharlesUniversity in Prague- its Germanpart, died in Theresienstadt

1942, whenprof. Dr. Taussigwasdeportedthere. Fischer(Fig. 3) wasthe author of a

priority publication on neurodegenerativechanges(6) and in Taussig'smonograph

wasalsocitedasthe authorof the term "pleocytosis"of cerebrospinalfluid.

ProfessorTaussigworkedin¢ŜǊŜȊƝƴfor two yearsin the psychiatricward of the local

hospital(Fig. 4). On12October1944, Taussigwasplacedon a transport to Auschwitz,

wherehediedon arrival.

In the third part of his memoirs (7), Professor±ƭŀŘƛƳƝǊ±ƻƴŘǊłőŜƪwrites about

ProfessorLeoTaussig:

άhƴŜof the richest psychiatrists- he was co-owner of YƻƳłǊƻǾIronworks. It was

quite incomprehensiblethat he did not leave in time and stayed until the bitter

endΧέ

άIŜwastaller, alwayselegant,sociable,impeccable. Hespokecalmly,slowly,clearly

andin writing, correctandbeautifulCzech. Heonly spokewhenhe hadsomethingto

say.έ

After the war, his fate wasrememberedby his colleaguesfrom chessclubs. Froman

articleby K.½ƳŀǘƭƝƪin~ŀŎƘ(Chess)magazinein 1945(8):

"Dr. Taussigbelongedto the oldestof our generationof chess,whichstill operates...

his exactmethodicalgame,which was occasionallyalso elegant,was highly valued

and fearedby his peers. Laterhe devotedhimselfexclusivelyto the scientificcareer,

he could no longer actively engagein chess,but he never stopped following his

further development.

He wasexecutedby the Germansnot only asa Jew,but alsoasa representativeof

CzechmedicalscienceΧέ
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Fig. 3. Portaitof Dr. OskarFischer

Fig. 4. Portrait and details of Prof.
Taussigfrom the file of the ¢ŜǊŜȊƝƴ
(Theresienstadt)Ghetto.



Conclusion

UnlikeDr. Fischer'spublishedwork in German,which hasbeen found and awarded

at least recently (9), Taussig'smonographon cerebrospinalfluid printed in Czech

remainsinternationallyunknowndespiteits remarkablycomplextreatise.

There is no doubt that the cultivation of national culture and languagemust be

accompanied by communicating quality results in a language understandable

to the internationalscientificcommunity.

Theproblem of racial intoleranceis still with us to this day. Earlyand violent losses

of scientificandpedagogicalcareersare forevera warningof the dangersthat racism

canposeto the professionto whichwe dedicateour own lives.

Jaroslava Duġkov§1, OndŚejSobek2

1 Inst. Pathol. 1st Faculty of Medicine, Charles University and Faculty General Hospital, (e-mail:

jaroslava.duskova@lf1.cuni.cz)

2 Laboratory for liquorology, neuroimmunology, pathology, and special diagnostics, Topelex ltd.,

Prague, Czech Rep.

SupportedbyMinistryof Healthof the CzechRepublicςProjectRVOVFN64165
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Case Challenges!
A 72-year-old man presented with a pleural effusion of unspecified localisation.

By pleural puncture, 60 ml of yellow, turbid liquid was obtained for cytological

examination. After centrifugation of the liquid, cytospin samples were made from

the sediment.

Fig. 1. May-Gr¿nwald-

Giemsa stain (MGG), 

x100

Fig. 2. May-Gr¿nwald-

Giemsa stain (MGG), 

x400 
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